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Living	the	urban	periphery	

3-year	research	project	

•  how	transformaLon	in	the	
peripheries	of	African	ciLes	is	
shaped,	governed	and	
experienced	

•  to	inform		
–  urban	governance		
–  strategies	for	urban	poverty	

reducLon.		

•  ESRC	+	NRF	funding,	(2016	
-2018)		

		
Ø  the	need	for	research	

focused	on	the	peripheries	
of	African	ciLes	

Ø  case	for	a	mixed	methods	
approach,	with	a	focus	on	
lived	experiences		
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Case	studies:	three	African	city-regions	

(Beall	et	al	2015)	
	
	 Ø  Ethekwini	(SA)	

Ø  Gauteng	(SA)	
Ø  Addis	Ababa	(Ethiopia)	

–  rapid	but	variable	
urbanisaLon	

–  concurrent	efforts	to	
establish	workable	
metropolitan	jurisdicLons		

–  varying	dynamics	of	
segregaLon	and	integraLon	

–  large	neighbourhoods	of	
new	state-provided	housing	

–  large-scale	infrastructure	
investment	in	recent	years		

A	

E	

G	

3	



1)	Peripheries	of	African	ciLes	
	
	

	
Spaces	where	complex	socio-
poliLcal,	spaLal	and	economic	
processes	are	at	work		

•  spaces	of	dynamic	change,	
intervenLon	and	decline	

•  areas	aZracLng	state	and	non-
state	developments		

•  challenge	of	peripheral	
governance	and	poverty	
reducLon	

	
Our	study	

•  peripheral	geographical	
locaLons		

•  but	recognising	subjecLvity	in	
‘being	peripheral’	

•  not	necessarily	economically,	
poliLcally	or	culturally	
peripheral	to	the	city-region		

–  we	include	wealthier	
investments,	spaces	of	power	
and	comfortable	ways	of	living	
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1)	Peripheries	of	African	ciLes:		

under	researched,	inadequate	theoreLcal	framings	
	
	

•  framings	focussed	only	on	growth	are	
misleading	
–  edges	can	be	places	of	economic	and	

populaLon	decline.		
–  governance	can	be	weaker	on	the	edge,	or	

divided	between	adjacent	authoriLes.		

•  ‘peri-urban’	framings	also	limited	(Mbatha	
&	Mchunu	2016,	Mbiba	&	Huchzermeyer	
2002)		
–  as	areas	of	deprivaLon,	poverty,	lack	of	access	

to	services	and	infrastructure	
–  concepLons	focused	on	changes	to	land	use	

and	farming	

•  literature	on	edge	city	development	(Stern	
&	Marsh	1997;	McKee	&	McKee	2004;	
Phelps	2012)	has	limitaLons	wrt	African	
ciLes		
–  focus	on	private	car,	private	sector	investment,	

and	the	peripheralisaLon	of	economic	
opportuniLes	and	funcLons	

Ø  TheorisaLons	from	a	
contextualised	southern	
perspecLve	are	thus	essenLal	
(Parnell	&	Robinson	2012;	
Watson	2014).	

Ø  Building	on	the	small,	but	
growing,	research	experLse	on	
African	urban	peripheries		
–  Beall	et	al	2015;	Mabin	et	al	

2013;	Todes	2014;	YnLso	2008		
–  including	recent	research	on	

‘global	suburbanism’	
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Case	study:	Gauteng	city	region		
Peripheries:	examples	of	

A.  Economic	stagnaLon	
and/	or	decline	
(manufacturing	and	
mining)	

B.  Reinforcement	of	distant	
apartheid	seZlements	

C.  Private	sector	and	state	
new	investments	

+	
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A	-	Economic	
stagnaLon	and/	or	
decline	(manufacturing	
and	mining)	
	
B	-	Reinforcement	of	
distant	apartheid	
seZlements	
	
C	-	Private	sector	and	
state	new	investments	

7	



A

A

C

C	

B

Planned	housing	projects	(‘mega	
projects’):	many	are	peripheral	
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‘Where	dreams	take	root’	

•  large	scale	housing	
development	

•  economic	base?	agriculture	

•  a	significant	populaLon	of	
very	poor	people		

•  context	of		
–  unemployment	and	

joblessness	
–  costly,	Lme-consuming	public	

transport	
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2)	a	mixed	methods	approach	
		
	

comparaLve	analysis	spanning		
•  countries	
•  primary	and	secondary	

ciLes	

case	study	approach	
•  city-regions	of	Gauteng,	

eThekwini	and	Addis	Ababa.		
+	
•  sub-cases	for	specific	

invesLgaLon	
–  two	sub-cases	each	in	

eThekwini	and	Addis	Ababa,	
three	cases	in	Gauteng	city	
(due	to	its	complexity	and	
scale).		

•  no	uniform	case	selecLon	
criteria	for	all	three	city-
regions	

		
•  mindful	of	local	context	and	

dynamics	

–  all	cases	peripherally	located		
–  either	substanLal	public	or	

private	infrastructure	
investments	alongside	
economic	change	(growth	/	
decline)		

–  expectaLon:	such	processes	
will	impact	on	residents’	lives	
in	complex	ways:	importance	
of	lived	experience	
component	
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2)	a	mixed	methods	approach,	with	a	
focus	on	lived	experiences		

quanLtaLve	methods	
•  staLsLcal	analysis	and	

mapping	to	obtain	base-line	
data	(what	change	is	
happening,	what	
investments,	what	
developments)	

+	
mixed	qualitaLve	methods:	
key	informants,	and	residents		

Ø  ‘lived	experiences’:	a	focus	
on	ordinary,	everyday	from	
the	perspecLve	of	diverse	
residents		

Using:	
	
Ø  narraLve-based,	solicited	

diaries	alongside	other	
qualitaLve	methods	such	
as	interviews	and	auto	
photography	(Meth	2003,	
2015b;	Meth	&	
McClymont	2009).		
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2)…a	focus	on	lived	experiences		

Mixed,	mulL	methods	
•  ‘provides	different	ways	

for	disclosure	to	take	
place’	Meth	&	
McClymont	2009	

Can	reveal		
–  diversity,	conLngency,	

complexity	in	experience	
–  way	of	allowing		

expression	to	emerge	to	
reveal	difference,	
nuance,		

–  possibly..‘unpalatable	
truths’	
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Diary	extract,	by	Vusi	
Majola,	Cato	Crest		

Auto	photography	
Hammonds		Farm:	
Men	gathering	
around	shebeen,	
Source:	♂	M	



		
Examples	of	findings	from	‘lived	

experience’	research	
1.  Crime,	violence,	gender	

dynamics	-		and	
spaLality	

2.  PosiLve	dimensions	of	
state	housing	in	a	
context	of	concerns	
about	costs,	limitaLons	
and	failures	
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“The	violence	at	Cato	Crest	is	happening	
between	the	families	when	they	receive	the	
RDP	houses.	The	woman	and	the	man	are	
fighLng	for	the	house	…	in	the	shack	
everything	are	fine	for	their	relaLonship	but	
when	the	development	starts	the	problem	
also	start	and	fighLng	for	the	
ownership…”	(Mandla	Diary	CC	2015)	



Gauteng	and	eThekwini:		
‘lived	experience’	research	

3.	Complex	spaLal	
strategies	as	household	
coping	devices		
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In	conclusion:		
Living	the	urban	peripheries	

A	focus	on	the	urban	peripheries	
–  through	comparaLve	case	study	and	a	mix	of	
methods	

–  including	some	which	explore	‘lived	experiences’	

Ø how	is	urban	change	in	the	peripheries	of	
African	ciLes,	focusing	on	infrastructural	
investments	and	economic	change,	shaped,	
governed	and	experienced,	and	how	do	these	
processes	then	impact	on	urban	poverty.		
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